
 
 

 

SUMMARY OF THE MEETING OF THE 

WOODS HOLE, MARTHA’S VINEYARD AND NANTUCKET STEAMSHIP AUTHORITY 

November 28, 2018 

 

 

The members of the Woods Hole, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket Steamship Authority 

(“SSA” Board held their monthly meeting Wednesday, November 28, 2018 in the First-Floor 

Conference Room (Room 103) of its administration building in Falmouth. Five members were in 

attendance: Chairman Robert F. Ranney (Nantucket); Vice Chairman Robert R. Jones 

(Barnstable); Secretary Marc N. Hanover (Martha’s Vineyard), Elizabeth H. Gladfelter 

(Falmouth); and Moira E. Tierney (New Bedford) (who participated via telephone). 

 

  1. General Manager Robert B. Davis provided an update on the status of the Woods Hole 

terminal reconstruction project. Specifically, he reported that:  

 Jay Cashman Inc. has continued excavating the wharf area and cleared buried debris 

for the next leg of the new sheet pile bulkhead. Lawrence Lynch Corp. continues to 

remove the excavated materials from the site. The monopiles and the associated 

falsework did not arrive as anticipated because of the weather conditions and they are 

being redirected to New Bedford Harbor for the time being.  

 Additionally, the debris being excavated from the site last week caused an odor that 

was extremely unpleasant. The odor emanated from rotting organic materials and the 

creosote-treated piles that were being excavated from the site. Green Environmental, 

our site Licensed Site Professional (LSP), evaluated the odors for a health hazard and 

reported that the evaluation showed there are no health concerns from the site.  

 Thus far, the Authority has sent out 36 Community Emails on what to expect in the 

coming weeks. 

 

  2.  Mr. Davis also provided an update on the community presentations held on the design 

development of the terminal building for the Woods Hole terminal. The Authority has 

received additional public comments following our community presentations in Falmouth 

and on Martha’s Vineyard last month. Counsel Steven Sayers reported that the Authority 

has been reviewing the comments to see what can be done to minimize those concerns. 

Staff have been working with architects from BIA.studio and with members of the 

Woods Hole Business Association and Woods Hole Community Association to identify 
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possible alternatives. A workshop is scheduled for Thursday, November 29, 2018, and 

more workshops are expected to be held in December and early 2019 to explore various 

aspects of the project.  

 

  3.  Mr. Davis provided an update on the progress of the comprehensive review of the 

Authority’s operations by HMS Consulting, Rigor Analytics and Glosten Associates, 

which continue their questioning relative to all aspects of the review. Late last week, the 

Authority was informed by HMS that they anticipated a further delay as the public 

communications portion of the report has not yet been vetted. Following discussions with 

John Sainsbury, the company president, it was determined to excise that part of the study 

to allow the remaining pieces to be finalized and presented. HMS reports that they are 

heavily into creating the final report for what is now expected to be a December release. 

A special board meeting has been scheduled for 4:00 p.m. on Monday, December 17, 

2018 at the Falmouth Public Library for the report to be presented to the Board.  

 

  4. The Board authorized Mr. Davis  to approve the license agreement with Island Commuter 

Corporation (which runs the M/V Island Queen), which allows the M/V Island Queen to 

run one additional round trip between Falmouth and Oak Bluffs on Mondays through 

Thursdays during its 2019 spring (May 24 through June 13, 2019) and fall (September 9 

through October 14, 2019) schedules, and to begin its 2019 summer schedule one week 

earlier (June 14 through June 20, 2019) than it otherwise would be allowed under the 

Authority’s Enabling Act. This has been approved in each of the last five years, and staff 

felt it was appropriate because, otherwise, the M/V Island Queen would have no 

afternoon trips from Falmouth or morning departures from Oak Bluffs. 

 

  5. The Board also voted to renew the Authority’s transportation agreement with the 

Martha's Vineyard Regional High School District for school-related approved 

transportation; the agreement covers the period from July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020. 

Every year, the Authority enters into the agreement to establish a fixed price for the 

transportation of student groups, teachers, administrators and game officials on school-

approved travel for the District’s upcoming fiscal year (beginning July 1). That fixed 

price is intended to reflect approximately a 50% discount over applicable tariff rates, 

which is the discount normally given to island schools, including the Nantucket public 

schools. Next year, the fixed price under the new agreement will remain at $55,000, as 

the amount of school-approved travel has averaged approximately $110,000 the past few 

years. 

 

   

  



- 3 - 

6. The Board authorized Mr. Davis to award two contracts:  

 

 Supply and Deliver Two (2) Complete Sets of Fuel Injectors, Wiring Harnesses 

and Gaskets for MTU Diesel Engines to Steward & Stevenson Power Products 

LLC of Marlborough, Massachusetts, for a total contract price of $141,099.15. 

The items in the contract will be installed on the M/V Woods Hole’s #1 and #2 

main engines.  

 Supply and Deliver Spare Parts for Two (2) EMD 710 Diesel Propulsion Engines 

to Marine Systems Inc. of Chesapeake, Virginia, for a total contract price of 

$396,819.26. The parts and spares will be suitable for service in the engines of the 

M/V Island Home.  

A special meeting of the SSA’s Board is currently scheduled for 4:00 p.m. Monday, December 

17, 2018 at the Falmouth Public Library, located at 300 Main Street, Falmouth, Massachusetts. 

The next regularly scheduled monthly board meeting is currently scheduled for 9:30 a.m. on 

Tuesday, December 18, 2018, at the SSA’s Hyannis Terminal, 69 South Street, Hyannis.  

However, the location, time and date of these meetings are all subject to change; so please look 

for the formal notice for the meeting that will appear on this website next month. Thank you. 


